State Executive Branches:  carry out laws!!!!
Office of Governor – the states executive branch


Each state has a governor, sometimes a lieutenant governor, departments, and 

agencies

Governor’s qualifications:  American citizen, typically 30 years old, resident of the state 

for 5 years.  Many have held public office before or are active in state politics.  

The main difference between a governor and the President is governors are directly elected by the people and the Pres. is elected by the Electoral College. Governors serve typically a 4 year term and can be impeached in some states and recalled (unseat) in others.  In most states governors and lt. governors run together, they run separately in a few.

Powers and Duties of the Governor (similar to the President!!!)

Chief Executive:  carries out state laws; appoints officials; prepares a budget


Chief Legislator:  proposes legislation; approves or vetoes legislation


Judicial Leader:  offers pardons and reprieves; grants parole


Ceremonial Leader: greets important visitors; represents the state


Commander in Chief:  in charge of the National Guard (state militia)


Party Leader:  leads the political party in the state

Executive Departments


Not all states have a cabinet, but every state has a number of top officials who are in charge of executive departments and who advise the governor on important issues related to their area of responsibility.


Secretary of State – manages elections and maintains the states official records


Attorney General – represents the state in lawsuits and gives legal advice to the governor, state agencies, and the legislature


Treasurer – collects taxes and invests state funds


Auditor – reviews the record keeping of state agencies to make certain that their money is used according to state laws


Some departments are like the national departments – Department of Agriculture, Department of Labor, and Department of Justice.

Most states have a Department or Board of Health, which runs programs in disease prevention and health education, Departments of Public works and Highways, which are responsible for building and maintaining roads, bridges, public buildings and other state properties.  Plus, many states have a State Welfare Board to help the unemployed and people living in poverty.

