Juveniles & the Court System
NC – Anyone under the age of 16 is a juvenile or minor

· The court system treats minors who commit crimes as juvenile delinquents.

· Many states allow older juveniles charged of serious crimes or who have a record to be treated as adults

Juvenile Justice System

· Goal is the rehabilitate juvenile delinquents, or correct their behavior rather than punish

· Police arrest a juvenile

· Someone sends a petition for arrest to the courts

· Parents request arrest

· Juvenile courts handle two types of cases

· Neglect

· Delinquency

Stages of Juvenile Justice System

1. A minor is arrested:  no fingerprints or photographs are taken

2. Parent (s) or Guardian(s) are notified

3. Minor may be kept in a juvenile detention center or sent home until the court date

4. Juveniles may be diverted to counseling, job-training, or drug treatement programs

5. Preliminary hearing decided is there is enough evidence to try the juvenile

6. Juvenile trial proceeds, if there is enough evidence

7. Juvenile cases are heard by a JUDGE [no jury trial]

8. If the juvenile is found guilty – crime may be put on juvenile’s record, separate hearing to determine punishment

9. In some cases the crime is erased from the juvenile’s record once he/she has finished their probation

In RE Gault case;

· parents must be notified ASAP

· juveniles have the right to an attorney

· juveniles have the right to remain silent

· juveniles have the right to question witnesses
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