Civil and Criminal Court Proceedings
Civil Cases








Criminal Cases
Hire a lawyer and file a complaint





Arrest – Police arrest and book a suspect
Defendant is sent a summons from the 




Preliminary Hearing – suspect appears before 
Court









a judge;  bail is set
Defendant ‘answers’ the complaint





Indictment – Grand jury [or judge] hears evidence
 
(complaint & answer = pleadings)





and formally charges the suspect with the 
Discovery Phase – each side tries to 






crime
gather facts and evidence





Arraignment – Defendant pleads not guilty; trial 
Pretrial Discussions – to clarify






date is set

Differences b/t the two parties






Defendant pleads guilty and accepts a

Settlement may be offered






plea bargain

Mediation – a mediator helps





Trial – Prosecution and defense present cases to

sides come to an agreement






jury or judge

Arbitration – an arbitrator






Jury or judge reaches a verdict

decides the case similar to a judge




Acquittal – Defendant found not guilty and 
Trial – jury of 6 to 12 or a judge will hear






goes free

Both sides summarize their cases




OR
 

through a preponderance of evidence




Sentencing - Defendant found guilty 

is enough to determine responsibility






Judge sentences defendant

Remedy is typically a payment of 

some sort

Appeal – losing side believes that the judge 


errors or some other injustice


took place

